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Welcome to our May Newsletter! 
 
Although the weather may not have been the best of late 
there are certainly signs of spring in our churchyards as seen 
here at St Giles-on-the-Hill Norwich, also known as the 
wisteria church. 
 
With just less than four months to go, we have launched this 
month the 2026 Bike Ride, Walk & Drive.  Taking place on 
Saturday 12th September, this is the largest annual 
fundraising event for the Trust. Last year the total raised was 
£115,527.99. Added to that we also received an amazing 
legacy gift from a prior regular rider, which matched that sum 
and brought the total for 2025 to more than 
£230,000. THANK YOU!  
 

If you are a regular, we hope to see you again this year. 
If not, why not make our 50th anniversary year the one 
in which you take part?  
For all the information you need see our website. - 
www.norfolkchurchestrust.org.uk/bike-ride-walk/.  
 
New for this year is the Classic Car Road Trip. 
  
Set off from one of three historic country houses and 
then motor your way along Norfolk’s country roads 
visiting churches to find the answers in pursuit of 
victory in the Classic Car fiendish quiz. 
 
Who knows what you will learn about Norfolk’s greatest 
collection of Medieval churches on your way before 
meeting up at for afternoon tea, car admiration, and 
prize giving at Elsing Hall. 
 
Entry Fee: £50 with all proceeds going to support 
essential repairs to churches and chapels across 
Norfolk. 

 
We are absolutely delighted to report that we have received more 
than 2,500 entries into our School Art Competition, many, many 
more than we were expecting. So, a big thank you to all the pupils 
who created the pieces of art and a special thank you to the 
teachers who supported them. Here just a small selection of the 
wonderful entries that we have received, we think they are fantastic, 
with some real budding artists amongst our county’s primary school 
children. We will be exhibiting as many of these artworks as 
possible at the Crypt Gallery at Norwich School in Cathedral Close 
in mid-June, so there will be an opportunity to see these creations 
up close. More details including dates and times to follow. 



We were delighted to welcome members and supporters of the 
Norfolk Churches Trust to the sold out, inaugural Billa Harrod 
Lecture on Friday 24th April. John Goodall, Architectural Editor 
of Country Life, pictured here, brought his wealth of knowledge 
to his theme, Parish Churches, the Fight for Survival. The talk 
could not have been timelier as the Government has recently 
announced that there will be delay to the launch of the Places of 
Worship Renewal Fund. Increased costs due to VAT now being 
payable on church repairs, is just one of the issues facing 
churches today.  
 
With illustrations of Norfolk churches, their treasures and 
historical context, John highlighted that the problems that 
confront churches today are not new ones. There have always 
been too many churches and the skills, crafts and materials 
required to restore them are expensive.  
 

John however, ended his talk on a positive note. Church buildings have always suffered crises, but 
they are still here, we need to do enough to keep them going for future generations. 
 
Every spring, Stody Lodge opens its 14-acres of colourful 
rhododendrons, deep herbaceous borders, woodland walks, 
and the renowned 4-acre Azalea Water Gardens. Known as 
one of East Anglia’s most dramatic spring gardens, the colours 
and scents at Stody Lodge will lift the spirits and dazzle the 
senses. Local charities are invited to provide homemade teas 
to visitors enjoying these spectacular gardens, from which the 
charity takes all the proceeds. 
 
The Norfolk Churches Trust is thrilled to be providing 
homemade teas at Stody Lodge Gardens on Thursday 28th 
May. The gardens will be open from 1pm to 5pm. Entrance is 
£10 per person, parking included. Payable on the gate.  
 

June's Coffee, Clean & Chat will 
be taking place on Tuesday 2nd June at Barmer, All Saints PE31 8SR. 

This church will have been be closed from the 1st March to 31st May 
for essential roof repairs so this particular Coffee, Clean & Chat 
Session will give us a chance to get the building spick and span ready 
for a summer service at the church on Sunday 14th June. 

Do come along if you are in the area, your help and your stories are 
very much appreciated. No experience needed! 

Is your church organising a summer fete or other fundraiser? Don't 
forget the Trust has a special 
section on our website to 
advertise your event for you, so 
please email the details of your 

event to media@norfolkchurchestrust.org.uk. 
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