
Norfolk Conservation Churchyard Award Application 2026
Closing Date for Applications: 28 February 2026

Heritage  Community  Preservation

1. Church Name, Address & Parish
Name:

Parish:	

Address:

2. Applicant Details
Name:

Position/Relationship to church:	

Do you have approval from your PCC  
to submit this application?

Email:	

Telephone:

3. Church Details

Are you registered as an EcoChurch?                                      Yes                      No

Are you registered with Norfolk Wildlife Trust’s Churchyard 
Conservation Scheme?	                                      Yes                      No

Is the churchyard open (i.e. open to burials) or closed?                                      Yes                      No

Is your churchyard in active management  
(i.e. is the grass mown at least annually)?                                      Yes                      No

Is all or part of the current management carried out with  
wildlife in mind?                                      Yes                      No

Who is involved in the management of your churchyard?  
e.g. a contractor, the church team, or other volunteers:

Do you have a land management plan in place?                                      Yes                      No

Do you have a designated conservation area?                                      Yes                      No

Have you sought advice about managing the churchyard and, if 
so, who from?



4. Additional Information
No more than 1000 words. please include any photographs, maps or drawings as a separate attachment.  
Max 6 images. 

Please provide more information regarding how your churchyard is managed with both people and wildlife in mind. 
Some suggested topics are listed below.
This is your chance to give us an idea of what you do for nature and how you do it! 
Thank you – and good luck with your application.

Things you might like to include:
•	 What the churchyard and its wildlife means to you and to the other people directly involved, but also the wider 

community and visitors if relevant
•	 A brief description of your conservation area or other area managed for nature (if you have one) such as the main 

plants present
•	 How you manage the conservation area (if you have one) – such as how the area is cut and raked, when is this  

carried out, and what you do with your grass cuttings 
•	 If you ‘mark out’ your conservation area or other wildlife area, i.e. with an explanatory poster for visitors or otherwise
•	 How the rest of the churchyard grassland is managed – is it mown short, left longer or is there a mix of lengths?  

How often are these areas mown?
•	 How do you retain good access around the churchyard and your conservation area (if relevant)
•	 If you have hedges, have you found a wildlife-friendly way of managing them?
•	 How you care for any stonework plants or lichens present
•	 Brief highlights of the wildlife recorded in the churchyard, if relevant
•	 If you have installed swift, bat,bird boxes or insect homes etc. please give details
•	 If you monitor the wildlife in your churchyard, have you noticed any changes
•	 How many people carry out the practical work in the churchyard? How many people are involved in any wildlife 

monitoring?
•	 If you have information available for visitors showing how you manage your churchyard with wildlife in mind and why 

this is important (e.g. a nature-themed display on the wildlife of the church)
•	 Is there any other group involved with the care of the churchyard. For example, local schools, youth clubs or other 

organisations 
•	 If you hold services or events in your churchyard
•	 How you celebrate your achievements as a wildlife friendly church team

Please use the next page to continue your answers. Thank you



4. Additional Information continued 
No more than 1000 words. please include any photographs, maps or drawings as a separate attachment.  
Max 6 images.

GDPR Statement

By entering this competition, participants acknowledge and consent to the collection and processing of their personal data, including photographs and 
written stories by the Norfolk Churches Trust, The Norfolk Wildlife Trust and The Diocese of Norwich (‘The Organisers’), for the purpose of promoting the 
competition and its outcomes.   

Participants agree that:

Photographs and stories submitted may be used, shared, and published by the Organisations across various media platforms, including but not limited to 
websites, social media, printed materials, and press releases.

The Organisations may jointly or separately use the submitted materials for promotional and publicity purposes in relation to the competition, in compliance 
with applicable data protection laws. The data collected will be stored securely and retained only for as long as necessary for the purposes outlined above or 
as required by law. Participants have the right to withdraw their consent at any time, request access to their personal data, or request correction or deletion 
of their data, by contacting: secretary@norfolkchurchestrust.org.uk

Norfolk Churches Trust, Wood Farm, Foxley Road, Themelthorpe, Norfolk.  NR20 5PU. Tel: 01379 277272

To Enter: Please submit your application by email to: admin@norfolkchurchestrust.org.uk, no later than 28th February 2026. 
Applications will be reviewed by a panel and those who have been shortlisted will be notified by 1st April.
Judging will take place in May and churches will be notified in advance with a date that the judges will visit.
The winning church will be notified after this date and a formal presentation will take place at a special event in Autumn 2026.
The winning church will receive £1,000 towards future conservation work together with an oak memorial plaque.
Runners up with receive a certificate of commendation  
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