Autumn Newsletter 2021

Old Buckenham, All Saints

This year the Norfolk Churches Trust celebrates the 45th Anniversary of its founding, with just £300
borrowed from the Norwich Society; the aim to preserve, repair, maintain, improve, beautify, and
reconstruct churches or chapels of any Christian denomination in the County of Norfolk or Diocese of
Norwich. Since 1976, the Norfolk Churches Trust has awarded over £6.8 million in grants in pursuit of
that aim. In recognition of that ‘sapphire’ anniversary, what better than the view of a Norfolk church
against a background of a clear, blue autumnal sky.

Leased Churches News
Cultural Recovery Fund Grant for Lynford church.
At last, the urgent repairs at the church of Our Lady of
Consolation and St Stephen, Lynford are underway thanks to a
£119,956 grant from the DCMS Heritage Stimulus Fund, which
is administered by Historic England. This is part of the overall
Cultural Recovery Fund programme. The church is leased to the
Trust by the Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia with whom
we have been working very closely on this project.

The bellcote at Lynford

When the church was taken on the by the Trust in 2009 it was
already deteriorating, and a detailed condition survey carried
out by the Skillington Workshop in 2012 proved very sobering
reading. Grant prospects for this lovely little church, hidden out
of sight down a forestry track were likely to be challenging and
so it proved. By the summer of 2018 the north parapet had
become so unstable that scaffolding was put up to prevent
sections collapsing, and since then the church has been closed.

The bellcote and other high-level stonework were also in very poor condition and posed a hazard for
the neighbouring property owners who are keyholders for the church. Repairs planned for 2020 were
initially postponed due to the first Covid lockdown, and then in late summer a pair of barn owls chose
the church to bring up their family, which meant that yet again the work had to be postponed.
This jewel-like Grade II* listed church, built between 1877 and 1878, is one of the most important
small Roman Catholic Churches in East Anglia. It was commissioned from the architect Henry Clutton
(1819-93) and built in the grounds of Lynford Hall by Yolande Lyne-Stephens, the rich widow of the
MP, Stephens Lyne-Stephens. No expense was spared in its construction and architectural detailing,
as well as stained glass, the altar and reredos, pews, and screen – all of which remain in situ. In a nod
to Thetford’s architectural heritage,
the plinth displays fragments of
distinctive early Norman sculpture
almost certainly from late eleventhcentury work from the one of the
town’s churches.
The repairs are being carried out by
the Skillington Workshop, specialists
in complex stonework conservation.
The Trust is very grateful to the church
architect Ruth Blackman of Birdsall,
Swash & Blackman for all she has done
to bring this long-awaited repair to
fruition.
Lynford, south side

Grants Awarded News
As we get back to some sort of normality and with the re-opening of church buildings parish
representatives, architects and contractors have been able to assess churches that require repair,
many that have been delayed due to the pandemic. This is demonstrated by the large number of
applications that were received for the recent Grants Committee Meeting on 18th November. The
types of work being funded includes roof, window and tower repairs and repairs to three clocks. Never
more has a stitch in time been such an appropriate metaphor. In its first year the Trust awarded
£7,169 to seventeen churches. To demonstrate just how the Trust has grown since that time, the sum
of £74,889, the largest amount awarded since November 2019 just before Covid hit, has been shared
between eighteen churches, see the breakdown below.
Brandon Parva, All Saints
Caston, Holy Cross
Helhoughton, All Saints
Hemsby, St Mary the Virgin
Long Stratton, St Mary
Ludham, St Catherine
Mutford, St Andrew
Necton, All Saints
Pulham St Mary, St Mary the
Virgin

£2,376
£3,000
£10,000
£10,000
£2,000
£500
£10,000
£300
£7,500

Scoulton, Holy Trinity
South Lopham, St Andrew
Stoke Holy Cross, Holy Cross
Swainsthorpe, St Peter
Tatterford, St Margaret
Threxton, All Saints
Thurning, St Andrew
Topcroft, St Margaret
Weasenham, St Peter

£300
£1,200
£2,000
£1,018
£8,000
£3,000
£7,000
£4,500
£2,195

Norfolk, a church for each era
It is often quoted that Norwich has a church for each week of the year, so perhaps Norfolk has a church
for each era? Whilst Norfolk is famous for its wealth of medieval churches, the county does have
many fine examples from other periods of history. Looking at three of the grants awarded by the Trust
in March of this year, one can see examples of the diversity of church buildings around the county.
Not only differing in age they represent the ancient rural, agricultural rural and urban societies; they
also demonstrate that these places of worship, no matter when founded, were reliant on the
generosity of others. That generosity continues today as communities work to maintain their churches
via fundraising, to help them remain open for the benefit of all.
Crostwight, All Saints, awarded £10,000 to stabilise its
nationally renowned late 14th century wall paintings, falls
firmly into the traditional Medieval church category. The
church dates from the late 13th or early 14th Century, and
like many of such churches of this period, now sits alone in
the landscape. The patron of the church in the 1300s, Sir
Peter Roscelyn, is buried in the chancel. At the time of the
Domesday book of 1086 Crostwight, which means cross in a
wooded clearing, was a settlement of 24 households,
which at the time put it in the top 40% of settlements by
size. The village was wiped out by the Black Death and there
is evidence of a plague pit at the church.
The wall
paintings, which are now very fragile, include the Passion
Cycle, which details the entry of Christ into Jerusalem,
the Last Supper and The Crucifixion. Also, amongst the
artworks are depicted the seven deadly sins, shown
left. These were discovered in the 1840s after the removal
of limewash.

Carleton Rode Baptist church was awarded £3,000 to rerender it’s walls. Built in 1811 during the reign of George
III, it is a rare example of a rural, timber framed chapel.
The church was originally established by a group of men
who attended Diss Baptist Church but wanted to ensure
residents of Carleton Rode and Bunwell could worship
according to Particular Baptist principles, without having
to travel to Diss. The land to build the church was given
by Bunwell resident, John Barnard, one of the original
members of the church, and who is buried in the
churchyard. The chapel proved popular in the local
community and was enlarged around 1860. Soon after,
stables, large enough to house 12 horses were added.
The burial grounds have been extended on several
occasions, with memorial stones dating back to 1814 and
family names repeated throughout the generations. A
schoolroom was built above the existing stable block in
1904 and is still used today for youth activities and many
other social events. Although set apart from the village
the church has a popular coffee shop and cafe and holds
well attended services.

St Catherine’s Church, Mile Cross, Norwich
was awarded £7,000 for repairs to its roof
and nave wall. Built during the 1920s,
Norwich’s Mile Cross Estate was part of the
‘homes fit for heroes’ campaign, a catalyst
for change that was the outcome of the
horrors of the first world war. The existing
church in the area which had sufficed since
1902 could seat approximately 150, however
with the development of the Mile Cross
Estate a much larger building was required as
by 1936 there were around 8,000 living in the
vicinity. Following a direct request from the
Bishop of Norwich, Miss Violet Wills, a
member of the Wills tobacco company family, donated the funds to cover not just the cost of the
church, but also the church hall and vicarage, which were built in the same architectural style. The
foundation stone of the new church was laid by Queen Mary in a ceremony on 2nd February 1935.
Designed by architects Caroe and Robinson the building was Grade ll listed in 2006. The venue for
many local weddings and in keeping with that wedding rhyme, the ‘new’ Art Deco building contained
something ‘old’, the six bells, which had been cast in Norwich between 1424 and 1725 and had been
originally housed at St Mary the Virgin in Coslany, until its tower collapsed. (The ceiling is painted
‘blue’, unfortunately I’ve not been able to find something ‘borrowed’ to complete the rhyme)!
The Trust would not be able to help as many parishes as it does without the success of the events that
are organised by the dedicated organisational committees who all give their time for free. Details of
recent fundraising events are below:-

Sponsored Bike Ride and Walk 2021
Since the event’s inception in 1983 more than £4 million has been raised in aid of Norfolk churches.
50% of the money raised, less a small administration charge, is returned to the churches and chapels
who take part. This not only provides funds for them but has resulted in the Norfolk Churches Trust
being able to offer £2 million in grants to churches as a direct result of the event. After the
phenomenal success of last year’s record breaking bike ride, the Committee was prepared for a dip,
however, once more you have amazed us with your efforts and the figure for this year currently stands
at over £120,000, which is a fantastic sum of money. So far we have been informed of some 254
churches and chapels that have had people taking part for them. Once again there have been
participants from across the generations, from the under tens to a nonagenarian. So, a big thank you
to all of you, whether you’ve sponsored, supported, or opened your churches. To see photographs
and stories from the day, see our website https://norfolkchurchestrust.org.uk/bike-ride-walk/

Other Events
On the 10th and 11th of July the lawns of Wolterton Hall were the
setting for two extremely well received afternoons of string recitals.
These were performed by a dynamic group of international musicians,
under the artistic direction of Hannah Perowne, former leader of the
Gewandhaus Orchestra in Leipzig. Nature’s Inspiration was the theme
for Saturday, followed by Russian Romance on the Sunday.
Wolterton Hall

Keeping with the musical theme, the following weekend saw the
annual Holkham Operas. This year Diva Opera, shown right
performed Mozart’s Don Giovanni and Bizet’s Carmen on
consecutive evenings in the Lady Elizabeth Wing at the hall, which
allowed for social distancing. Sadly, the events were not as well
attended as previous years due to the ongoing pandemic, however
our sponsors were still as generous as ever, thank you to them for
making it possible.
During August, Canon Phillip McFadyen was our guide
to the Treasures of Ranworth at St Helen’s church.
Dubbed ‘the Cathedral of the Broads’ St. Helen’s
contains three internationally significant treasures: the
painted rood screen, the cantor’s desk and the
Ranworth Antiphoner, shown left. The Trust’s thanks
go to the Cator family for honouring the late Jaquetta
Cator’s wish that guests have their picnic lunch in her beautiful garden close to the church. The day
was perfectly rounded off with a delicious afternoon tea served in the Ranworth Visitor’s Centre.

The Trust’s AGM was held at the Parish Church of St
Martin, Thompson on Wednesday 15th September.
The assembled were welcomed by the Trust’s
President, General the Lord Dannatt. The business of
the day was followed by a talk from local historian
Bronwen Tyler entitled, Saving St Martin’s nave roof
from imminent collapse, which informed those
present about the complex repair project at
Thompson and what still needs to be done.

Rounding off this year’s events, in October two open air performances of T.S. Elliot’s Four Quartets
with Peter Wilson were held in the ruins of Kempston church: jointly in aid of Homestart Norfolk and
the Norfolk Churches Trust. The event was warmly received in spite of torrential rain on Saturday.
Host Holly Gold stated, ‘I can confirm that the Dunkirk Spirit is alive and well in Norfolk’!

Stately Car Boot Sale 2022
The first Norfolk Churches Trust Stately Car Boot Sale took place on 21st May 1994, at Houghton Hall,
and despite the torrential rain, queues formed from 6am. Over £21,000 was raised at that first event,
some 70 sellers had scoured their ‘attics and stable blocks’ for the almost 4,000 people who attended.
The second sale in May 1998, saw 5,500 attend Holkham Hall, doubling the amount raised. The Car
Boot Sale has continued to be a much anticipated event in the Norfolk calendar, the last sale at
Sennowe Park in 2017 saw some 200 pitches, 6,000 attendees and a fantastic £88,500 raised on behalf
of the Trust. Therefore, despite having to twice cancel the Stately Car Boot Sale the committee are
determined that the event will be going ahead on 1st May 2022. The planning process will be starting
in the New Year, so keep an eye on our website for more details, norfolkchurchestrust.org.uk/events/

Looking forward to Christmas
Three of the Trust’s Leased Churches will be holding Carol Services in December, the details of which
are below.
All Saints’ Snetterton, NR16 2LR, is the venue for a Carol Service organised by World Horse Welfare,
(hopefully there will be donkeys in attendance), on Wednesday 8th December at 7pm. Mulled wine
and mince pies will be served in the visitor centre at the farm after the service.
St Peter’s, Dunton NR21 7PG, is the location for ‘Carols by torchlight’ a short torchlit Carol Service at
7 pm on Wednesday 15th December 2021.
St Mary’s Church Bagthorpe PE31 6QY, will be holding its Carol Service on Thursday 23rd December
at 5.00pm. Matthew Preston will be playing the organ.

For the second year in a row the Trust’s Christmas card has had
bumper sales, with almost 6,500 being sold. Thank you to all of you
who have purchased your cards from the Trust this year, all profits
raised go towards assisting the county’s churches. This year’s
Christmas card depicts The Adoration of the Shepherds, a panel from
the east window of the church of St Peter & St Paul, East Harling. It is
not too late to place an order, see the website for details.
https://norfolkchurchestrust.org.uk/shop/

Thank you for your support.
As you can see, without you our members and supporters, the Norfolk Churches Trust could not
do our work helping to support the many churches in the county.
www.norfolkchurchestrust.org.uk
Other ways to find out about our work.
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